Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-170
A  RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATION THAT WOULD RESTRICT, REDUCE OR ELIMINATE MUNICIPAL REVENUES GENERATED UNDER THE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TAX THAT COULD RESULT IN A LOSS OF REVENUE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE a copy OF THIS resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in 2001, the Florida Legislature created the Communications Services Simplification Act, which restructured taxes on telecommunications, cable, direct-to-home satellite, and related services by replacing and consolidating seven different state and local taxes and fees into a single tax composed of two parts, the State Communications Services Tax (CST) and the Local Communications Services Tax; and

WHEREAS, the Local Communications Services Tax is one of the main sources of general revenue for municipalities generating nearly $800 million every year for cities and counties; and

WHEREAS, in fiscal year 2011/2012, the City of Jacksonville General Fund received approximately $39,305,882 million in revenue from the Communications Services Taxes, and the loss of revenue to local governments is a significant concern; and 

WHEREAS, legislative and technological changes that have occurred over the past few years have resulted in an erosion of CST revenues to the state and local governments; and  
 
WHEREAS, changes to the CST revenue stream not carefully conceived could cause serious financial harm to local government; and                                                  

WHEREAS, last year the state authorized the creation of a Communications Services Tax Working Group charged with reviewing national and state tax policies relating to the communications industry; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Opposition to Legislation changing municipal revenues generated from Communications Services Tax. The City of Jacksonville hereby opposes any legislation that would restrict, reduce or eliminate municipal revenues generated under the Communications Services Tax.
Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Governor of Florida, President of the Florida Senate, Speaker of the Florida House and members of the Duval Legislative Delegation.



Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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